
Symbol



Part 1
What is a symbol?



A symbol is a type of sign

A sign is a pattern of data, that when 
perceived, brings to mind something 
other than itself



A sign is a pattern of data, that when 
perceived, brings to mind something 
other than itself
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Sign Object—The literal thing the  
sign refers to

Concept—What the sign makes you 
think of or picture in your mind



Signs can take the form of:
Icons, Indexes, and Symbols

Signs

Icons Indexes Symbols



Icons create meaning through resemblance



Indexes produce meaning through a direct 
physical or causal connection



Symbols produce meaning through 
a learned connection that would not 
otherwise be related to its object











Part 2
Working with Letters



What makes a great symbol?

*Strong conceptual expression
*Creates visual interest (memorable)

*Readable
*Scalable
*One visual strategy / unity
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Take Something Away
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Building Compositions
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Stacking
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Interlocking Forms
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Adding Graphic Elements
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Reflection & Rotation
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Dots!
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Folding
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