
Semiotics & Gestalt

Semiotics
Semiotics is the study of signs and their use or interpretation

Signs can take the form of:
Icons, Indexes, and Symbols

Signs

Icons Indexes Symbols
Sign Object—The literal thing the 

sign refers to
Concept—What the sign makes you 

think of or picture in your mind

Why do certain images convey particular ideas? How do we make meaning 
from pictures? 

Icons create meaning through resemblance
Indexes produce meaning through a direct 
physical or causal connection
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Gestalt
Gestalt theory examines how our brains perceive and organize visual 
information, or how they organize separate parts into unified, coherent wholes

We want to find order in disorder i.e. our brains try to perceive patterns and 
organize visual information to make sense of the world

A few gestalt principles:
*Similarity: In form
*Proximity: Location / distance
*Closure: Filling in the blanks
*Continuance: Alignment
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Very important in contexts such as planes!
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